
c, / -  ch lef  Eectyrer  uept . ,

HOiJAitT. r .  .  r .  11.4. 39.

Dear Dr.  Bel l ,

yours on 2nd, lnct., hae bacn delayed in deliveny on
aecount of tlrc holidayc and only reachcd me this mornlng. 'ihank
you vely rnuelr for ths ancloaure wlrich La a nucfi mor€ ganoroug fee
tJran I generalLy rcccl.vo. unfortunrtely r muet delay in fonrard-
lng dsta becausc r, bwo 3 capte. Bcll in rny j.nd,er of oarly
rorldcnta, 2 of, r*hom hnor€ ".rohn"r !f wcll as tlrc,'J. itell,,who
erm€ p€r by *Lannr' ln 1838, arrlving at Hobart town on Nov.22
witlr ilr. Bell. vtfo rnd cblld anil s€rrcral othcr paraengGfg.

2 capte. Berl wcr6 in Hobnrt rowr ln F,ugruat of Lga?.
onc arrlvod ar captaln of the "t,:imeroa" (brtg) from LeitJr on
Augurt 3 ar dcapt. Bdr". sta otlrcr "capt. John Berl" W bq.,
"TrLton"lf,roo Lttb r or1 Auguat I. fhl.r lattor diecl at Nens tot*:r
rubtrrb of f{obart Town tn 18{l and war probably not t}re captain you
mentlon.

(1 )

I went lf poestblc,

the chrlrtlan nilo,e of tlre uacla nb brought out ".iohn
Bcll", ln ordsr to b€ ablc to conaoet htn witlr Capt. BalI

of brl,g. 'wlraGro!*. af Laz7. (rt 1r a coingidance tJrat a ,,G€orgG
Ball" clna to llobaft fsrrrn from Lelth par "inilrosroa,'(rn 30,9.31) or
poralbly vrlttr thc "Capt. John,, who dled ln lg4l,

(?) Yotrr o*nr fattrcrrr chrl,etian namc wh{ch f nlght be eble
to conncct with tbc latter (capt. .tohn). One of tlrose CaptaLns
ownd an cctata ndnad "h.nnndala" ncatr La,ka croccent. in IB4C.

r am sorrl/ to cauee tlria doray, but, ttrrough tire lose of
torn6 of our earl.y filea, r have n6wer baen able to aatisy nyeelf
in regard to the 'IJ'" Bell.e in my inder< and thrs may help.

l:aitJrf,ully yours,

a  3  a  c  o  a  l  a  a a  t  a ,  t  a a  r  a  a a  a  a a  a  a a



c/- chl,ef Sectye" Dept.,

HOBART.  " . .26 .4 .39"  " . .ac

Dear Dr .  tse l l ,

I feel very arpologetic at r.;ritj.ng you again for what may
seea inaCequate reasons, but, i am so arrxious to get on the back
of your "eapt. Ee1ls". i lnclosed iE a copy of a paragraph quoted
by a Hoba::t Town editor from a "Geelong Advertlser" which may refer
to a relative who carne from India to Tasmania in L839, of whom I
can find nothing furttrer. He may have been on furlough or elee
retired. !'lagg came here on leave Lnstead of taklng it in England
and eome of ttrem returncd as eettlers on retirement from ltilitary
Service- I can find no f,urther data of ttrie Capt. Bell. He rnay
have belonged to a Cavelry Regiment and gained his majority before
retiring. fhere vretre no cavalry antong the regiments etationed
here on sernricer eo tJrat ttrie rnan must have retired ( frorn service)
when, or before, his residence in Tasmania,

You seern to have set aside "Capt. ,Iohn BeIl" of "Belle
Vue", New Towr - suburb of Hobart Town, wtro owned an estate which
was named "Annan", and a residence at New Town. He becanne a
merchant and shipper but I have never been able to diecover if the
title of "Captain" lras of militaf,lr or marine service. h son was
born to his wife in 1831 (he arrived in 1827I. She dled of fish
poleoning Eoon after, Ieaving 3 or 4 children. In 1834 tre married
Iouisa, daughter of Geo. t'leredith of "Carnbria" near Gt. Swan Port,
East Coast, brlr whom he had 3 sons and a daughter. He died in
18410 .

Geo. Merglith, a son born in L834, narried a daughter
of Wm. Robertson (of "Melrose", Hobart Town and of Colec Station,
Victoria, he left a very large fortune) . T'he1p lived later in
Netr Zealand. I have no record of otlrer children of Capt. BelL

In 1841 he owned over 12r 0OO &cr€s - "Annandale" had
10,000 acrea, I ' l rB. Louisa BelI wag l iving round about LB54-5,
It is quite possible that ttre "BeIl" wtro brought out J. Bell in
1838 was tlrie capt. BeII, with wife and family wtro cane by s.
"Laura" (see Ist. Ietter). No reference is made to a wife of
' .T .  8e11"  in  t t re  S."Laura '9"  passenger  l is t .

Certainly Capt. John BelI of New Town had some corurection
wltir "Dunftrleehire". It could hardLy be a coincidence that he
should name his estate in Tasmania "Annandale".
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(cont,. )

Trusting ttrat ttrese notes may throw some light on the
Capt. Bell problem.

Yours sincerely,

This Capt. Bellrg noteg for the tand Board on tris
application for a "grant" are missing from the fi lee. It is
from thie source tJrat I am somet,imes able to find a reference to
the applicantrs residence prior to lmmigrat,ion.
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